Title: Professional report on forest policy, management or conservation
Purpose of exercise:
Refer to module learning outcomes 1 and 2

To give you practice in:
· Identifying a specific target audience
· Determining an appropriate objective for the document relevant to the target audience
· Determining a format for the document appropriate to the audience and objective
· Writing a professional document successfully matching these criteria, with the appropriate information content
These three requirements will jointly determine the mark awarded, as evidenced by the quality of the report for this purpose.

Detailed requirements:

· From module main handout: “Professional report targeted at an identified forest policy, management or conservation stakeholder summarising the group research into evidence needs and appropriate assessment”.

· While based on the group research topic, each individual must submit their own independent report.  Therefore, to avoid duplication and lack of independence in writing the report, the members of each group must negotiate between them to determine who will focus on which aspect for their report.  It could be either a different topic or a different target audience/ objective.
· The maximum word limit is strictly 1000 for the text.  However, you are encouraged to include figures, tables, diagrams and references which are additional to this word limit.  It is fine for both members of the group to include as an appendix to their individual report any components of their group research; material from any joint Powerpoint presentation etc. (however, this must be clearly labelled as group work).
· In your future professional careers, it almost certain that AI software, such as ChatGPT, will play a large and legitimate role in your work.  Therefore, I do not seek to ban its use for this assessment. However, using AI successfully requires critical skill and judgement.  It is essential that you carefully assess all of the content generated by AI for accuracy – you still have to take full responsibility for the content.  Therefore, on the expectation that you have used AI for this assessment, it is compulsory that you include a box section at the end of the report that summarises how you checked the AI-generated content, any potential inaccuracies or errors you spotted and how you dealt with them.  The care and skill you have used will be a factor in the marking of this assessment.  Or, if you did not use AI (or any existing document, web-page content etc.) as the primary source for your report, you must make an honest statement of this in the box.  The text in this box will not be included in the 1000-word limit.
Further guidance from the main module handout:

Each individual should prepare their own independent “professional report”, based on the research carried out for the presentation, that is targeted at an identified forest policy, management or conservation stakeholder. It is critical that you do identify the specific target stakeholder/audience for your report. You should state clearly their identity/role, and your assumptions about their existing level of knowledge of the topic, at the start of your assessment before the main section of the report. You should also set out very clearly in the first section of your report its specific purpose/objectives, i.e. what information or knowledge your target audience will gain as a result of reading your report. NB the marking criteria will be based on how well your report meets this stated information/evidence need of your selected target stakeholder/audience. Examples of target audience could be forest policy makers in government, directors of companies or NGOs, members of a local community, members of the wider public. The exact format of your report should be directed at the audience and objectives that you have selected. I.e. it is expected that this will vary greatly between you; there is no single model that is favoured. For some reports paragraphs of text may be best, for others it might be mainly bullet points or diagrams. You are strongly advised to look for examples (e.g. via the WWW) of the kind of report that you are planning and to make your own judgement about which format you think is best. Note that there is a strict upper word limit of 1000 words (excluding any references, tables, figures or diagrams, and the explanation of target audience in the preface). NB it is expected that each individual in the group will hand in an independent report that is different in target audience and/or objective from the other group member(s).
Weighting: 15% of the module mark
Deadline for submission: 12 noon Friday 15th December 2023
Marker(s): John Healey
Marking Scheme: CATEGORICAL MARKING 
Form of feedback you can expect: 
	Comments on submitted report in Turnitin
	X

	Feedback summary in Turnitin
	X


When should you expect this work back? 2nd February 2024
